The cover note of this vol4me states that the series is designed with the basic idea of providing a detailed and practical account of pain relieving techniques in a readable and quickly assimilable way. This volume follows that pattern closely, presenting 14 chapters on pain related topics by authors who are experts in their field. Some chapters are, however, rather more readable than detailed with the views of the author being presented with little supporting data or critical assessment.
Useful data was presented in the chapter on Trigeminal Neuralgia and the author of the chapter on Acupuncture did attempt to assess the evidence supporting different mechanisms of action of this technique while identifying pure conjecture. Two of the more detailed chapters are titled "Pain due to peripheral vascular disease" and "An introduction to statistics and drug trials". Other chapters include "Personality and pain", "Pain in Rheumatic conditions", "Lumbo sacral root pain", "Peptides and Pain" and "Notes on Radiotherapy and chemotherapy".
The editor has left each author "free to write in his own style". This editorial freedom would appear to apply to content also as the chapter on Atypical facial pain clearly represents a dentist's view, and the description of epidural needle placement (p. 179) would be unlikely to satisfy an anaesthetist.
Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. IX, No. 3, August, 1981 However, in general the volume did achieve its aim. The practitioner interested in pain management will find the book provides a readable overview of many topics, and includes some useful information and opinions. The medical student or clinician seeking direction in his use of pain management techniques may find other texts more valuable. JOHN The scope of this excellent little book is stated in the preface: " ... there was a need for a book to bridge the gap between basic essentials and experienced practice . . . a practical, concise, working manual . . . chapters are designed to be read separately . . . frequent cross-referencing ... the book will be of assistance to intensivists, junior doctors, intensive care nurses ... ".
The book is well presented, well laid out, easy to read, and well indexed. Sixty-one brief chapters, most of them with two-three pages of text supplemented by numerous clear tables and diagrams, cover 13 broad subject headings -Acute Coronary There will be debate as to whether five members of one Department of Anaesthesia and Intensive Care (Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, Western Australia) can do justice to the broad based, rapidly developing specialty of Intensive Care. Within the guidelines laid down in the preface, they have done an excellent job in producing a text for which there has been a real need. It replaces those books in which intensive care has been seen as an "add on" to anaesthesia. It can be supplemented by other specialised, discursive texts if necessary.
